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water is being accumulated without any cost whatever.
Likewise, 2,880,000 cubic meters of water could be accu-
mulated in Lake Manias at a total cost of 25,000 Turkish
pounds ($1,100,000); that is 0.0086 piasters (4 cents) per
cubic meter. Also, 1,700,000 cubic meters of water could
be accumulated in the Beyshehr Lake at a correspond-
ingly low cost per cubic meter. The foregoing figures
are based on prewar costs.
These data show what an amount of benefit could be
derived from these lakes of the Ottoman Empire, most
of which could be utilized for this purpose.
The selection of the best available lands to be irrigated
or drained appearing in Table II has been determined
mainly by the expectation of profitable investment (reck-
oned in prewar figures), the character of the crops, the
climate, and the local economic situation.
It is naturally conceded that works to be constructed
on fertile lands wiU yield larger profits. In the same
way, there will be a great difference in costs, according
to the character and location of the lands. For example,
expenses on the Tigris works would exceed by five times
those on the Euphrates. Therefore, the Euphrates oper-
ations should come first. The human element deserves
prime attention. Desirable immigration should be en-
couraged. The question of roads, while perhaps not
so important in those countries where there are well
developed railway lines, must never be overlooked in
Turkey either where railways are inadequate or in those
parts where the transport is exclusively by animals.
Because of excessive transport expenses crops of excel-
lent quality and quantity cannot be exported.
Underlying this whole subject we are confronted by an
imperfect system and abuse of land distribution, which
retards the development of both large and small holdings.
As there are various works to be built and as it is
advisable to start those first which should yield a profit-

